Tobacco seedlings: damage by excessive nitrogen lessened by added phosphorus.
Concentrations of nitrogen (as ammonium nitrate) of 50 kilo-grams per hectare and greater are toxic to tobacco seedlings; symptoms are poor growth and white leaves. The leaves have markedly less chlorophylls (especially chlorophyll a) and more carotene and xanthophyll than seedlings grown in media low in nitrogen. These ill eflects are aggravated by short supply of phosphorus; they can be counteracted by more liberal supply of phosphorus.